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RELIGIOUS ADVANCE.

REY DR. TALMAGE PREACHES A SER-
MON OF HOPE.

His Text, “The Bajtle Ours™~Qonrage His
Watehword—~More Unity In Religion
Than In Scigoge—The Grest Trial of
Poaat Conturies, I

Brooxuyy, Sept. 10,—This forencon

Rev. T. De Wit Talmage presched to a
thronged andience in the Brooklvn Tab-

of the churches? And if there be not room
for the obsaquiss in the private house
what building do they wsolicit? The
noademy of music, the botel, publip hall,
courthomsa? No; the chnrches, And if
they want music on the sad occasion do
they select the “Marseil nise” hymn, or
*God Save the Queen,” or our own grand
national air? No, they want the old
bymn with which we sang their old
Christian mother to sleep. They want
the SBunday school hymn that their little
girl sang the last Sabbath afternoon she
was out bafore she was seized with the
awful sickness that broke father's heart

ernacle. The kéynote of the service was
one of gladpess, Many of the audience
had'been absent during the swmmwaer and
hid returned for this service. The pus-
tor congnenced on passages of Scriptare

. tlcpictipg the marning of the world's de-
livernnge. The, subject of the sermon
was, “The Battle Qurs,” the text being
1 Kings xx, 27, “Apd the children of
Isruel pitghed beforethem like two little
flocks of kids."

With 88 kings drunk in one tent this
chapter opens. Theyawers allies plot-
ting for the overthrow of the Lord’s Is-
rael You know that#f alion roara flock
of kids will shiver fnd huddle together.
One lion would conguera thonsand kids,
The battle opens, There are a great
multitude of Byrians under General
Ben-halad, strong as lions, The Israel-
ites are few and weak, like two little
flocks of kids. Who beat? The lions, of
cvonrse, Oh, no; the kids, forit all de-
pends whether God is on the side of the
lions or the ldds, After the battle 100,-
000 Syrians lay dead on the field, and
£7.000, attempting to fly, came along by
u great wall, which toppled and crushed
them to death.

Which was the stronger weapon—
great Goliath's sword or little David's
sling? David had five smooth stones
from the brook. He only nsed one in
striking down Goliath, He had a sur-
plus of ammunition. He had enough to
take down four more giants if they had
appeared in the way. It all depends
upon whether God is on the side of the
shepherd boy or on the side of the giant.

THE PUBLIBHERS AND RELIGION.

Thera have been many in our day who
bave ventured the opinion that Christi-
anity-is falling back, and that in 50 years
it will be extinct. They found their
opinion on the assumed fact that the Bi-
ble is not as much of a book as it used to |
be, and that pertions of it are repulsive
to the people. 1 reply by asking, Which
one of the publishing houses of New
York, Philadelphia, Boston or Chicago
is publishing the Bible today with the
omission of a single verse or chapter?
Are not our publishers intelligen’>men?
And would they contrary to their finan.

and mother's heast. Oh, yon know as
well as I do—I shall not dwell on it any
longer—the ohurch of God, instesd of
being a wornout institution, standg near-
er the sympathies of the people than it
ever did and eclipses all other institu-
tionsa.

But our antagonists go on and say
that Christianity is fulling back, in the
fact that infidelity is bolder now and
more blatant than it ever was, [ deny
the statement. Infidelity is not near so
bold now as it was in the days of our
fathers and grandfathers. There were
times in this country ‘whes men who
were openly and above board infidel and
antagonistic to Christianity could be
elected to high office. Now, let some
man wishing high position in the state
proclaim himself the foe of Christianity
and an infidel, how many states of the
Union wounld he carry; how many
counties: how many wards in Brooklyn?
Not ons,

Ah, my friends, infidelity in this day
is not half as bold as it used to be. I i
ocomes now, it is apt to come under the
disguise of rhetoric or funtastic senti.
mentality, [ know if & man with greaf
intelligence does become an infidel and
begins an aftack on Christianity it
makes great excitement.—of course it
does, and people come to the gonclusion,
weakminded Christiaps come to the con-
clusion, that everything is going over-
board becanse spme man of strong in-
tellect assails Christianity,

If aman jumps overboard from a Cu-
nard steamer, be makes more excite-
ment than all the 500 sane passengers
who continue in the berths or on the
decks, but does that stop the ship? Does
that wreck all the 500 passengers? It
makes great excitement when a man
leaps from a platform or a pulpit into
infidelity, but does that hinder our glo-
rious Bible from taking its millions into
the skies? I tell you infidelity is not

half as bold now as it used to be.

DIVERSITY OF SCIENTIFIC THOUGHT.
Do you suppose such things conld be

enacted now as were enacted in the days
of Robespierre, when a shameless wom-
an was elected to be goddess, and she

agreed in their theoriss and came up
with solid facta against Christianity, I
#ay perbaps they might make some jm-
pression, but they do not agres, Dar
win charges upon Lamarck, Wallace
upon Cope, Herschel even charged up-
on Ferguson. They do not ugree sabout
the gradation of the species; they do not
agree about embryology. What do they
agreée aboul? -

Herschel wrote a whole chapter on
what he calls “Errors In Astronomy.”
La Place gays that the moon was not
put in the right place; thatif it had been
put four times the distance from our
world there would have been more bhar-
mony in the universe. But Lionville
comnes up just in time to prove that the
Lord was wise and put the moon in the
right place. How many colora. woven
into the light? Seven, saya Newton.
Thrae, says David Brewster. How high
is the anrora borealis? Two and a half
miles Ligh, says Lisa. One hundred and
sixty-five miles, says Twinig? How far
is the sun from the earth? Seventy-six
million miles, says Lacaille; 83,000,000
miles, says Humboldt; 00,000,000 miles,
gays Henderson; 104,000,000 miles, says
Mayer., Only a little difference of 28,-
000,000 miles! These men say we do
not agree in religion. Do they agree in
science? Have they come up with solid
front to assaunlt onr glorions Christian-
ity?

}Evan mathematiclans do not agree.
Taylor's logarithms are found to have
faults in them. The Fremch metric
system has wrong calculations, Talk
about exact sciences! They are inexact.
As far as with my little knowledge 1
have been able to explore, the only ex-
act science is Christianity. There is

priately write, *'Qunod erat demonstran-
dum,"”

“Gentlemen of the jury, have yon
agresd upon your verdict!” the court or
the clerk says to the jury, having been
ount all night, on coming in. “Have yon
sgreed on your verdict? If they say
yes, the verdict ia taken and recorded.
If they say, “No, we have not agreed,”
they are sent back to the jury room. If
one juryman should say, “'l think the
man is gnilty of murder,"” and another
juryman should say, *'I think heis guilty
of manslsughter, and another joryman
should say, “'I think he is guilty of ms-
sault and battery with intemt to kill"
the judge wonld lose his patiemco and
way, “Go back to your room now and
make up a verdict. Agree on some-
thing."

Well, my friends, there hns been a
great trial going on for centuries and for
ages between Skepticism, the plaintiff,
versus Christianity, the defendant, The
scientiste have been impaneled and
sworn on the jury. They have been gone

“ States that did not disonss the

nothing under which you can so appro- | gre
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question: *‘Dosa God ever anawer prayer?
May the eresture imyress the Creator™
Are not all these facta encouraging to
every Christian and every philanthropist?
Bosides that, the rising generation are
being satarated with gospel truth as no
other generation by this international
series of Sunday school lessons, Formerly
the childrenwers expected only to nibble
at the little infantile Scripture stories,
but now they arc taken from Genesia to
[lovelation, the strongest minds of the
wonnidy explainiae the lessons to the
teachoon, and the teachers expluining
thom to the classes, and we are going to
haave -t Lhig geuntry 5,000,000 youth fore
stalled for Christianity. Hear it! Hear
it!

Besides that, you must have noticed, if
you have talked on these great themes,
that they are finding ont that while
science is grand in secular directions
worldly philosophy grand in secular di-
rections, they cannot give any comfort
to a soul in trouble.

COMFORT IN THE GOSPEL.

Taiking with men on steamboats and
in rail'cars, I find they are coming baok
to the comfort of the gospel, They say,
“Somehow human science doesn't com-
fort me when I have any trouble, and 1
must try something else.” And they
ATe the gospel,

Take your seléentific consolation to that
mother who has just lost her ohild. Ap-
ply the dootrine of the “‘survival of the
fittest,” Tell-her that her child died be-
cause its lifo 'was not worth as much as
the life of ome that lived, Try that if
you daga, Go to that man with

our transgendental phraseology and tell

m he ought to Mavs confidence in the
at ““to be,” and the everlusting ‘“‘now,”
and the eternal “what is #t” and go on
with your consolation and see if heis
eomforted.

Go to that woman who has lowt her
husband and tell her it was a geological
necessity that that wan passed out of ex-
istence, just as the megatherinm disap-
peared in order to make room for a
higher style of ereation, and go on with
your consolation and tell ber that there
is a possibility that 10,000,000 years from
now wa ongselves may be geological
specimens on the geological shelf, petri-
fied specimens of the extinet human
rRCe,

And after you Lave got nll throngh
with your consolation, if the poor af-
flicted soul is not utterly crased, I will
send out the plainest Christian from my
church, and with oue balf hour of pray-
er and the reading of Scriptnre promises
the tears will be staid, and the econso-
lation and the joy in that house will be
like the calmness of an Indian summer
sonset. There will be a glory flooding
the house from floor to enpola, Oh, peo-
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cinl interests continue to publish the Bi.
ble without the omission of a single chap-
ter or a single verse if it were becoming
an onpopular book and the people did
not want it?

was carried on a golden chair to a ca-
thedral, and the people bowed down to
her as & divine being and burned in-
cense before her—she to take the place
of the Bible, and of Christianity, and of

Rold on easy payments, For Hent.
w- [l sTaLEYI ““'. m
H.N.|RURPER, Gen'| Agent, 101 Third St

for centuries, some of them, and they
come back, and we say, “Gentlemen. of

the jury, have you agreed upona ver-
dict?" They say, *No, we have not

Tgmm; r&u wlen hy, room 1l, Gmy
- y
§ul- Yirsbolass wark. ' Bales reasonable.

R. A DAVIA, Lale Prat Graduate of New
York, gives apoolal atiention Lo the dla.
of women snd children, pose, Throal,

%, skin diseases and surgery,

ple are finding out themselves—and they
all have tronbles—they find that philoso-
phy and science donot help them when
there is a dead babe in the house. They

If Harpers or Appleton or Scribmer
or Lippincott shonld publish a Bible
with the omission of one chapter, they
would not sell 10 coples in 10 years. The
fact that throughout Christendom there
are hundreds of printing presses print-
ing the word of God without the gmis-
sion of a chapter or a verse proves that
the Bible is popular, and the fact that
there are more being printed in this dec-
ade than any other decade proves that
the Bible is increasing in popularity,

I go through the courtrooms of the
country. Wherever I find a judge's bench
or & clerk’s desk 1 find the bible. By
what other book would they take solemn
oath? What is very apt to be among the
bride's presents? The Bible. What is
very apt to be put in the trunk of the
young man when he starts for city life?
The Bible. Vollaire predicted that the
Bible during the nineteenth century
would become an obsolete book. Well,
we are pretty nearly throogh the nine-
teenth century. The Bible is not obso-
lete yvat. There is not much grospect of
its begoming obsolete, but I have tp tell
you that that room-—the very room in
which Vol#ire wrote that prediction—
some time ago was crowded from floor
to ceiling with Bibles for Bwitserland
Buppose the congress of the United States
should pass a law that no Bibles should
be printed in the United States.

If there are 80,000,000 grown men snd
women in the conntry, then there would
be 80,000,000 people armed againat snch
a law. Butsuppose the congress of the
United States should pass a law that
Mucanlay's history or Charles Reade's
novels should not be read—oould you get
half as large an army or the fourth as
large an army? In other words, there
are, as you know and | know, a thou-
sand wen who would die for their Bibles
where there are 50 wmen who wonld die
for any other boak. fuct that there
ure now more Bibles belng printed than
ever before,. that publishers find it a
finuneial jutersst for them to continue
the Bible, proves that this book is still
the most popular bouk o the planel.

A BOURCE OF COMPONT,

“But,” say those who are sntagonistic,
“Christisnity is falling back from the
fact that the charch is not ss much re
spected as it used to be and is as in-
fluentinl.” | reply to that wi
tistic that one denomination
odist church—according W &
given me by oune of their
cates on a0 average 8 new church every
day of the year. Three hundred snd
sixty-five new churches in one denomi-

there were hundreds of weu
never went
their
God |
the

the chnroh

the Lord Almighty? And while that

ceremony was going on in the eathedral,

in the chapels and in the corridors ad-
joining the cathedral seenes of drunken-
pess and debauchery and obscenity were
enacted suchasthe world bad never seen.
Counid such a thing as that transpire
now? No, gir. The police would swoop
on it, whether in Paris or New York
Infidelity is not half as bold now as it
nsed to be,

“But,"” say our antagonists, **Christi-
anity is falling back because science, its
chief enemy, is trinmphing over it"
Now, I deny that there is sny war be-
tween science and revelation. There is

not a fuct in sclence that may not be |

made to harmonize with the etatements
of the Bible, Bo said Hugh Miller; so
said Joseph Henry; eo said Professor
Hitcheock; so said Professor Silliman; so
said Professor Mitchell,

Joseph Henry, the leading seientist of
America, better known and honored in
the royal societies transatlantic than any
other American, lived and died & be
lever in the religion of Jesus Christ.
Joseph Henry knew all the facts of geol-
ogy and yet believed the book of Gene-
gis. He knew all the facts of astronomy
baod yet believed the book of Joshua, the
sun and mwoon standing still, Joseph
Henry knew all the anatomy of man and
fish and yet believed the book of Jonah,

If the scientists of the day were all
agreed, and they came op with solid
front to attack our Christianity, perhaps
they might make some impresslon upon
it, but they are not agreed. It is often
said that we religionists are failing in
our advocacy of Christianity because we
differ in our theology. I tell you we do
not differ inside the church in theology
half as much as they differ outside the
church in scionce.  If they reject our re-
ligion becanse we differ on some minor
points, we wmight just as well reject
solenoce because the solentists differ, but
as faras | can tell the war of infidel
sclence against Christianity s not so se-
vere as it nsed to be, becsus these men
are antagonistic to each other, und as far
a4 1 can tell it is going to be & war [P
tween telescope and telescope, Leyden
jar and Leyden jar, chemical apparstus
snd chemical apparatus, They do not
ngreo on anything.

" you anppose that this Bible theory
jout the origin of life is guing to be
wen who have (g::m

hty and
:;?;n; ™ lhu‘:]b it were spelled c-u-l-
o heaer—unlohar!

It makes me sick 10 o these literary
going down the street with & copy
of Darwin under one arma and & case of

grasshoppers and bulierflies
uynder the olber arw, talking abuut the
siprvival of s Fiutest.” aud Huxley's
and the “Nebular Hy-

]

agreed." Then we say, “'Go back for a
few more centuries and then come in
and see if yon can agree, see if you can
render some verdict.” Now, there is not
the mesanest prisoner in the Tomls court
who wonld le condemped by s jury that
eould not agree, and yet you expect ns
to renounce our glorious Christisnity
for such & misernble verdict as these
men have rendered, they themselves not
having been able to agres.
A WEAK DOMBARDMENT,

But my sabject shall no longer be de-
fengive: it must be aggressive, I must
shhow you thst instend of Christipnity
fulling back it is on the march, and
that the coming religion of the world is to
be the religion of the Lord Jesnus Christ
10,000 times  intensified. It is to take
possession of everything—of all laws, all
manners, all customs, all cities, all na.
tions, It is going to be so mighty as
compared with what it bas been, so
much more mighty that it will seem
almost like a new religion.

I adopt thia theory because Christian-
ity has gone on atraight shead notwith-
standing all the bombardment, snd in-
fidelity has not destruyed achurch, or
erippled a minister, or rooted ont one
varse of the Bible, sud now their at-
munition seems to be pretty moch ax-
hausted, They cannot get new
against Christianity, and if Christisnity
has goneé on under the bombardment of
centuries and still continues to advance
may we not conclude that, as the powder
and shot of the other side seem Lo be ex-
hansted, Christianity is going on with
more rapid stride?

I find an o&cuums fact lt:tt
thought that the secular
day snd the puipit mm-din
the sams teamn for the proclamstion of
the gospel. Tomorrow will not be
& banker ou Wall street or State street
or Third street who will not have i his
pocket or on his table treatises on Chris-
tianity, calls to repentance snd Beripture
passages, 20 or 80 of tham, in the re-
porta of the Christian churches of this
city and other cities, Why, that thing
would have been impossible & few yeurs
ago. Now on Mondsy moreing and
Monday evening the secular pross
abroad more religlous truth than

and we hail these others.
1 say it would have been impossible

wounld have come to the seoulsr news, | nop

are coming hack to our glorions old fash-
toned sympathetio religion,

Oh, young man, do not be-ashamed to
be found on the side of the Bible. Do
uot join those young men who in this
day put their thumb In their vest and
swagger about the street and the stores
talking ahout the glorious nineteenth
century, about its light being sofficlent
without any PBible and without any
Christ and without any God, The time
is coming—we may not live to see it,
tmt I shonid not be surprised if we did
sea it—when this whole country is to be
ana great church, the forests. the aisles,
tha Allegheny and the Rocky mountains
the pillars, the chain of inland lakes the
baptistries, and the worship the hallelu-
inh. chorus to him who was and is and
shall bp evermore. Oh, come over to
the msjority~—come under the banner of
Emannel,

Vernon was the son. of an. English
squire, He waa hrought up in great
elegunoe. There was a man working on
the place of the name of Ralph, Vernon
used to often talk with Ralph, After
awhile Vernon went off to college and
onme back with his mind full of skepti-
elum. He talked his gkepticlsm to Ralph,
the workman. After awhile Vernon
went from home again, was gone for
years, came back, and among his first
questions when getting howme waa,
“Where is Ralph? = “Oh!” said the fo'
ther, **Ralph is in prison waiting for the
day of execution.”

5!110! hastened to see Ralph. Ralph,
looking through the wicket of the pris
on, said: “"Vernon, bow good you are to
come and see mél [ am glad to ses yon,
I hardly expected you would come and
pee me. | don't blame you; I don't
blameanybody; I only blsme myssif; Lut,
Vernon, | want you to promise me ore
thing. Will yon? Vernon replied, "]
willL™ *1 want you to promise me never
to talk skepticism in the of any-
body. You see it might do thewn harm,
When you used to say there was nothin,
in the Bible, snd it didn't make any dif-
ference how we lived, we would cowme
out ha at the last, somehow it had &
bad upou we, and I went from
bad to worse unidl [ sam bere, and [ must
die for my crimea.”

By almost superhuman offort the sen-
tence wps changed, and he was to be

to another country for e,
The akip gring there was wrecked on
‘s Land, those who
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